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Following the Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004 all affected 
countries expressed their determination to reduce the vul-
nerability of affected populations by relocating them to a safe 
distance from the sea. In particular in the case of Sri Lanka 
this resulted in the resettlement of thousands of people. 
With the aim of gaining a better understanding of spatial, 
ecological and social factors affecting the relocation out-
come the project addressed the following research question: 
- What impact did relocation have on people’s livelihoods? 
- What is the influence of age, gender and occupation on 
relocation outcomes?
- How do spatial factors such as distance of the relocation

site from the place of origin, services and markets affect 
people’s coping capacity?
- How did relocation affect communities’ social capital and
cohesion?
The research aimed at seeking answers to these questions 
through empirical research in a sample of twenty relocated 
villages in Hambantota and Ampara district. It was found 
that in most cases people enjoyed better housing condi-
tions than prior to relocation. The research findings con-
firmed, however,that resettlement in most cases had a 
negative impact on livelihoods, access to food, education 
and on social cohesion.

There is a growing recognition that resettlement often has 
negative social impacts and accordingly should be avoided 
as much as possible. However, due to the increased fre-
quency and intensity of natural disasters resettlement is 
often unavoidable. This calls for the need to better under-
stand how the potential negative impacts of resettlement 
can be minimized or mitigated. 

The research aimed at contributing to enhance knowledge 
on the factors that determine positive or negative outcomes 
of relocation. Such knowledge is of crucial importance for 
an informed management of resettlement and for prevent-
ing avoidable human sufferance.
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