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One of the most visible consequences of rapid urbaniza-
tion in low- and middle-income countries is the increas-
ing number of informal settlements on fragile lands that 
are highly prone to natural disasters. There is a close link 
between poverty, land tenure security, housing and vulner-
ability to natural disasters. Due to lack of access to safe 
land, poor people often settle on highly vulnerable marginal 
lands. Disaster risks and lack of tenure security discourage 
people and local authorities from investing in safe hous-
ing and infrastructure, with the result that the poor regu-
larly loose what little they have. These factors explain why 
governments and international agencies are increasingly 

considering resettlement of vulnerable urban communities 
as a strategy towards reducing the risk of natural hazards, 
in particular within the framework of post-disaster recon-
struction. This is the case of the highly flood-prone city of 
Santa Fe, Argentina, which following the severe floods of 
2003 has started considering the resettlement of vulner-
able neighbourhoods as part of a comprehensive disaster 
risk reduction (DRR) strategy. Resettlement, however, is 
a complex process. Though sometimes desirable and un-
avoidable, its challenges and social consequences are of-
ten underestimated. 

Resettlement risks can be mitigated through a comprehen-
sive understanding of the socio-economic, spatial and eco-
logical determinants of successful relocation and through 
participatory planning processes. The project aimed to 
contribute to a better understanding of factors affecting the 
viability of resettlement as a strategy to mitigate the risk of 
natural hazards with reference to Santa Fe by assessing the 

attitudes and experiences of different categories of stake-
holders. The research findings were shared with communi-
ties, the municipal authorities, civil society organizations 
and academia in Santa Fe and served to trigger a debate 
about the opportunities and challenges of resettlement as 
a risk mitigation strategy.
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