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Description

Development relevance

A workshop with 
teachers on Social 
and Emotional
Learning skills

A workshop with 
teachers on Peace 
Building Skills

Partner Institution
Lorenza Kyburz & Davide Antognazza
University of Applied Sciences and Arts of Southern 
Switzerland (SUPSI), CH-6600 Locarno (TI, Switzerland) 

Soren Chamorro
IMLK, Universidad Politecnica 
de Nicaragua, Costado sur de Villa Rubén Darío 
Apartado 3595, Managua Nicaragua

Because the history of war and confrontation to which Nicara-
gua has been subjected, the shift towards a Culture of Peace 
is urgent and necessary. Although there is a law addressed to 
the integration of human rights into the curriculum of primary 
and secondary education, there is still much work to do on a 
series of values linked to the Culture of Peace, such as en-
vironmental education, gender, communication and develo-
pment among others. In Switzerland, awareness is growing 
on the importance of social and emotional learning skills for 
the future lives of children and young people. According to the 
present research on this topic, the introduction of such con-
tents in school education shows positive results both for the 

academic performance of pupils and for their attitude towards 
others and the society in general. The project aims to a sha-
ring of expertise on these two related areas, both central for 
the development of a positive and active citizenship. By intro-
ducing social and emotional learning skills and peace buil-
ding skills in school education, we want to propose a concrete 
way to use the educational system in order to increase a more 
active and positive attitude towards citizenship, to build a 
more caring society and to reduce aggression and disruption.

The project belongs to the aims of Millennium Development Goal 
number 8: “Develop a global partnership for development”. 
We focus on the basic importance of school education for 
the development of citizenship. The school system has to be 
sensitive to some crucial themes, like peace building and 
social and emotional learning, which represent the roots 
for the change we want to promote in our societies, in or-

der to achieve a better life standard everywhere in the world. 
Moreover, since the two institutions play a significant role by 
fostering and regulating public education in the society, this 
project is although to see as a contribution to Millennium 
Development Goal number 2: “Achieve universal primary 
education”.

Managua, Nicaragua
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