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Project location
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Description

Development relevance

Into the narrow 
avenues of
the informal settle-
ment in
Masiphumelele

Mobile phone 
companys box
in Masiphumelele

Partner Institution
Wilma Minoggio, Paola Solcà and Igor Sertori
University of Applied Sciences and Arts of Southern 
Switzerland (SUPSI)
Department of Business and Social Sciences

Merle Mcombring-Hodges
Cape Peninsula University of Technology
Faculty of Education and Social Sciences

The project aims to prevent drug and alcohol abuse and the 
spread of HIV/AIDS through counseling and the promotion of
citizenship values using a Peer Education approach. Street 
soccer will be used as a hook to gather the intended age 
group (10-13 years –Senior Primary School grades) in the 
Township of Masiphumelele. The novelty of this project lies 
in using a free instant messaging application (Mxit) as the 
vehicle to deliver messages amongst peers. Mxit is the large-
st social messaging network in South Africa and on the 
entire Continent. This pioneering model is intended to be 
replicable in developing countries since it capitalizes on the 
overall wide use of social messaging networks amongst new

generations, and sidesteps a major obstacle to the spread 
of social media in developing countries; namely Internet ac-
cess and the comparative high cost of a PC.

Relevance in terms of Millennium Development Goals (UN
declaration): According to the ‘Gini Coefficient’ South Af-
rica ranks very high: that means that the inequality among
incomes is the highest in the world. Poor education, HIV/ 
AIDS, apartheid heritage, chronic delay in welfare resour-
ces and addiction problems are among the most important
causes of poverty. Therefore the belief that enhancing citi-

zen awareness, delivering HIV and substance abuse pre-
vention through peer-education is going assist the process 
of eradicating poverty. The relevance for development of 
this project has a potential to be reproduced in other coun-
tries, especially in Africa and South America.

Masiphumelele, Cape Town, South Africa
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