
The Influence of Ticino Art Creation on the
Art of  the Great Duchy of Lithuania of the
16th-18th Century

In the former territories of the Great Duchy 
of Lithuania (Lithuania, Byelorussia, part of 
Poland, Latvia, Ukraine), which existed from 
the 13th until the 18th century, impressi-
ve Baroque masterpieces created by Swiss 
Masters still remain. Already since the 12th 
c. Swiss architects, sculptors and painters 
travelled in Europe looking for rich custo-
mers. From the middle of the 16th up to 
the 18th c. they actively created in GDL, le-
aving their traces in about half of a hundred 
churches. 
Information about the cultural ties of Swit-
zerland and Both Nations Republic (or Com-
monwealth, 1569 -1795) have already been 
published: in this sphere the greatest part 
of work has been done by the Polish art cri-
tic, Professor of Warsaw University Mariusz 
Karpowicz in the monographs Artisti ticinesi 
in Polonia nella prima metà del ‘700 (Bellinzo-
na 1999), Artisti ticinesi in Polonia nella prima 
metà del ‘600 (Bellinzona 2002), Artisti tici-
nesi in Polonia nel ‘500 (Lugano 1987). As the 
GDL was part of the Commonwealth, the 
works of art done in Lithuanian were not 
sufficiently highlighted. 
In Lithuania there are still few investigations 
on this topic, however during the latter pe-
riod they are becoming especially relevant. 
The historian, Assoc. Prof. of the Vytautas 
Magnus University, Rūstis Kamuntavičius 
has been analyzing the GDL ties with Swi-
tzerland. His publications Lithuania and Swi-
tzerland: Communication History till the end 
of the 18th c. (2005), Lithuania in the Perio-
dicals of France and Switzerland in 1763-1773 
(2006) and others ought to be mentioned. 
The work of the investigator has interested 
the Lithuanian Honorary Consul in Ticino 
Canton Gintautas Bertasius who has of-
fered to cooperate. Thus the GDL Institu-
te project “Investigation of GDL and Ticino 
Canton Historic Ties” was born.

Publication

◆ Gli artisti del lago di Lugano e del Mendrisiotto nel Granducato 
di Lituania (dal XVI al XVIII sec.), G. Mollisi (a cura di), «Arte&-
Storia», Edizioni Ticino Management, anno 13, numero 59, 
agosto-ottobre 2013, Lugano 2013.

Project leader 
Giacinta Jean

Research team 
Giovanni Cavallo
Stefania Luppichini
Ausra Vasiliauskiene

Financed by 
Sciex-NMS ch, Scientific 
Exchange Programme

Project partners 
Vytautas Magnaus University 
of Kaunas, Lithuania
Prof. Rūstis Kamuntavičius

Duration 
01.01.2013 – 30.09.2013

Link
https://www.swissuniversities.
ch/en/topics/sciex/
http://www.artistiticinesi-ineu-
ropa.ch/ita/polonia-ita.html


