
Research and education for the conservation
of cultural heritage in Georgia

Georgia has a huge religious cultural he-
ritage suffering the lacking of adequate 
conservation works. The project intends 
to develop and improve the research and 
education establishing high standards in 
the field of conservation and providing high 
quality of the curricula of the Georgian fa-
culty. 
Since 1970s, Tbilisi State Academy of Arts 
is the only training center for the conserva-
tion in Georgia. The Institutional Partner-
ship project will help the Georgian partner 
to improve the research at their Faculty 
also considering the implementation of 
the scientific laboratory: all the conserva-
tion-restoration projects need preliminary 
scientific investigation aimed at establi-
shing the appropriate procedures for the 
interventions. The main goal of the project 
is the training of young and senior Georgian 
researchers and the study of architectural 
surfaces (stones, plasters and wall paintin-
gs) for the conservation of Gelati Mona-
stery applying methodologies internatio-
nally recognized. This site, located near the 
city of Kutaisi in western Georgia, is one of 
the UNESCO sites and preserve wall pain-
tings and decorative stones from 12th to 
17th century and has great importance for 
the historical, religious, cultural tradition of 
the country. 
Georgian partner has no relevant experien-
ce in the field of natural stones deteriora-
tion and conservation procedures. This is 
particularly relevant considering that many 
monuments have historical reliefs and de-
corative stones, in many cases dated back 
to the 4th-5th century, relevant for the cul-
tural expression of the country. The stones 
mainly used (sandstones and tuffs) exhibit 
serious damages and an adequate strategy 
is required for their preservation. 
The project can be considered a start point 
for the field of stone conservation in Geor-
gia.
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