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1. ACADEMIC INFORMATION 
 
I stayed at SUPSI Canobbio at the Department of Construction and Design. The school is located at a hill and 
good reachable from the Center of Lugano. At the Campus we can all the time find what we needed . 
 
All courses at SUPSI were taught in English; ltalian language course in parts in ltalian. The  Study program had  a  
good  level for a semester  abroad. The  Education  was more practical than  theoretical,  but  in a good way. 
The teaching methods were appropriate to the contents of the lessons. The workload was totally appropriate. 
The relationship to the staff members and professors was all time good and respectful. The relationship to the 
students of the program was really nice and good, to students of the host university we haven 't so much 
contact, because they sadly didn't  join the program. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Design Class 
Examination: Presentation (Model, Plans) and digital small documentation of work - 18 ECTS 
Really important course, we can see how he students in SUPSI are teached in working with architecture and 
presentation by professors from SUPSI. 
The course was really helpful to learn new methods, ways of work and thinking . I would recommend  this  
course to other students. 
 
Swiss Design & Architecture 
Examination: Sketchbook. 
Visiting  different places in Ticino to see Swiss/Ticinese Architecture. 
Sketching and documentation of the contents of the course that are important for me. lt was really interesting 
to visit the places and hear about the history of Architecture, persons  etc. 
The course was not that stressful; examination was very short in relation to all the work we spent for the 
sketchbook. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Semester documentation 
Examination : digital presentation 
The course was very short and started  a little bit too  late in the Semester. 
The idea of presenting the semester in pictures and in an short presentation  is really nice. The teacher really 
tried to support us. 
  
ltalian Language Course 
Examination: Participation 
The intensive course (2 Weeks at USI) was the perfect start into the semester abroad. The Italian course at SUPSI 
was really good, we learned in an unstressed atmosphere . 
 
Facilities 
We enjoyed the good food at the canteen (good price-performance-ratio) . 
The library and library staff was really helpful. The library was good and easy to use. The CAD-Service was a 
really helpful service! 
The connection to printers and use of them was possible all the time. To get a Key for entering 24/7 to our 
Atelier was perfect!!! 
The Material shop for architecture Materials is very small and with a small amount of material in different 
quality, also the opening time is only half an hour each day. 
 
 

2. PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 
I chose SUPSI because I wanted to learn about Architecture in Switzerland and wanted to have a good education 
and structure of the host university. 
I collected information in the internet and from former IMIAD students. 
The relevant application forms are the Learning Agreement, form for enrolment at the SUPSI, health insurance 
for Switzerland. 
Everything must be completed about one month before leaving to Switzerland. 
 
In Lugano is a good public transportation system by bus, all the other cities around Lugano are reached well by 
train. In the city is a lot of traffic and parking situation is difficult. Living in Lugano without a car was really good. 
All the places in Lugano are reachable by bicycle, too. 
 
The arrival at the University was really nice. Everything was perfect prepared at the Welcome day. There were 
all the forms printed. We knew all the time to which institutions we have to go at the beginning & end of our 
stay.(Foreigner institution/ Punto città). 
The staff was reachable for our questions. 
lt is advisable to arrive at least one day before the Welcome day, this is an very important day to get all the 
information you need and after this day there are some free days we needed to accomplish everything at the 
municipal institutions. 
 
Housing 
I lived in a flat offered by SUPSI. The flat is located at Piazza Molino Nuovo 1. I liked this place a lot. lt is located 
in between the lake side, City center and the university. 500 meters away is a supermarket . The flat is next to a 
big street, but I got used to the noise. 
The flat is equipped with everything I needed for my stay in Lugano (furniture, dinnerware,...). 
  
Costs 
The most important expenses are the rent, the money for food/daily life. Public transport was not needed so 
often, because I had a bicycle with me. 
There are many free time activities you can do without spending much money (Lake site, offered activities by 
the International office, USI...) 
I had enough financial support for my stay in Lugano. The SEMP was very helpful to pay at least a part of the 
rent. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
lnternational relations office 
The international office is responsible for the incoming students. The support was really helpful. There was all 
the time someone to reach if I needed some help. 
 
The relationship between the IMIAD students was really nice and good. The group had a good amount of 
people. The relationship to other SUPSI students was not really possible, because they didn't join the IMIAD. The 
trip together with the first Bachelor semester to Zurich & Milan was nice. 
We had a lot of contacts to other students from the first two weeks (ltalian intensive course) at the USI. The 
local population is really friendly and they often talked with us. 
 
The languages spoken were German (with the colleagues from the home university), English (all the courses at 
SUPSI and Italian (daily life, Italian course) . 
lt was sad that there was not more contact to local students to talk in Italian. 
You have to know English language to join the courses, but without knowing Italian it is possible to come to the 
SUPSI. You learn everything in Italian course you need for the daily life, but it is also nice to know some Italian 
before, to take the chance to improve the language while living in the county were the language is spoken. 
The language courses in Lugano are really helpful! 
 

 
 
Lugano 
Lugano is a nice small city. There is a good infrastructure with everything 
you need. The lake side and the nice vegetation gives this city a lot of 
quality. The locals are very friendly  and  helpful. 
You can enjoy a lot of outside activities here also if you are interested in 
Culture there are a lot of possibilities. The city ,,wakes up" around Easter, 
after this time there are a lot of outside events, before this time it is much 
more calmer. There are not that many clubs and they are expensive. lf you 
want to enjoy the spirit of big cities there is Zurich or Milan. 
The city has a lot of different ,,faces" parks, lake site, centro storico but 
also parts were you feel like living in a bigger city. The various sites make it 
rich. 
 
 
 

 
 
Tips & Suggestions 
I really enjoyed the time in Lugano. The experience was really nice and i had a lot of fun. At SUPSI and in the free 
time. 

  
 
 



 
 
 
 
I will remember most the activities with my friends and the landscape I lake side was an important place for us. 
In Summer it is nice to go to the different Lidos. 
The Courses at SUPSI gave us lot of useful experience for our profession. 
 
lf you love nature, lake side, culture and architecture, Lugano will be perfect for you. 
The nightlife is in the first three month really calm. Clubs are expensive & really chic. But Milan is close to spent 
some evenings for nightlife there. You can also reach all parts of Switzerland from Lugano by train. 
 
l'm at disposal of other students, so they can contact me for more information. My email address is 
sch.3@web.de 
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