
DACD Implementation Directives in relation to the  
Admission and Matriculation Regulations: SUPSI 
Bachelor’s Degree Programmes, and to the SUPSI 
Bachelor’s (undergraduate) Degree Regulations  
 
Art. 1 

Field of application 

 

1.1 These Directives apply to all the Bachelor’s (undergraduate) degrees awarded by the SUPSI Department of Environment Constructions 

and Design.   

1.2 These Implementation Directives supplement the Bachelor’s Degree Regulations, and the Admission and matriculation regulations: SUPSI 

Bachelor’s (undergraduate) degree programmes.  

1.3 Any specific provisions applied to individual degree programmes are stipulated in the relative Study Programmes. 

1.4 Any admission applications, or matriculation documentation, received after the specified deadlines, are appraised by each Degree 

Programme. 

 

 

 

Art. 2 

Exam sessions  

 

2.1 The DACD Direction conducts the following exam sessions: 

  – autumn semester exam session; 

  – spring semester exam session; 

  – summer session (before the start of the following autumn semester). 

 

2.2 In each session, students may take the exams held for all the modules that they have already attended, and that are specified in the Study 

Programme. Any exceptions to this rule, for students who are required to re-take a module, will be stipulated in the Study Programme.   

 

 

Art. 3 

Enrolment for modules and examinations 

 

3.1  Students must enrol for modules and exams before the deadlines stipulated by the DACD Direction.    

 

3.2 Modules attended for the first time in the autumn semester must be certified in the autumn semester exam session.   

  Annual modules and modules attended for the first time during the spring semester may be certified in the spring exam session and/or 

in the summer session. Any exceptions will be specified in the Study Programme. 

 

3.3 Failure to enrol for a module exam is equivalent to withdrawal from this module. Withdrawal or unjustified absence from an exam will 

result in a Fail assessment (F). 

 

3.4  If accepted by the Department Direction, and if notified in writing with due indication of the reasons, absence from an exam will result 

in one of two courses of action, depending on the student’s status. For all modules attended for the first time, students must take the 

exam in the following session, while students who are required to re-take an exam may choose the session in which they prefer to do 

so.   

 

 

Art. 4 

Assessment methods 

 

4.1 The assessment methods adopted for each module are stipulated in the module description, which is found in the Study Programme  

          of the degree course.     

 

4.2 Assessments may also take into consideration the work completed by students during the semesters (seminars, research work, written 

texts, active participation during lessons, oral exams, etc.).    

 

4.3 Different assessment methods may be implemented for students who are required to repeat exams.   

 



 

 

 

 

Art. 5 

Fail assessments 

 

In general 

5.1 The degree programme may decide to use either numerical or relative assessment scales (Art.4 Bachelor’s Degree Regulations). In 

both cases, a Fail assessment for a module is stated as FX, F or ‘not certified’.     

  F, FX or ‘not certified’ assessments all mean that the credit has not been acquired. However, they differ in terms of the type of work 

that students must complete in order to be awarded a Pass.    

 

5.2 For semester assessments where the credits are assigned in block, the detailed criteria for awarding credits and allowing students to 

proceed to the next academic year are stipulated in the specific Directives issued by the degree programme.   

 

5.3 Students given a Fail assessment may decide to repeat the whole module (attendance and exam). This decision usually involves the 

repetition of the academic year. 

 

FX Fail 

5.4 When assigning an FX assessment, the head of the module must specify in writing the work that the student must complete in order 

to acquire the respective credit(s).     

 

5.5 If the student completes this extra work satisfactorily, a Pass assessment (E or 4) is usually given. In some specific cases (e.g. the 

extra work completed is significantly better than expected, …..), a maximum assessment of D or 4.5 may be assigned.   

 

5.6 Should the extra work not be completed satisfactorily, the FX usually remains valid. In some specific cases (e.g. unjustified failure to 

hand in work, plagiarism, ….), an F may be assigned.    

 

5.7 Should a student who has been given an FX decide to repeat the module (attendance and exams), the new assessment may reach 

any possible level.  

5.8 Since repetition of the exam or of the module entails repeating the whole programme of the module, the new assessment may reach 

any possible level.   

 

F Fail 

5.9 The Study Programme will stipulate if an F assessment entails repetition of the entire module (attendance and exams).   

 

 

Art. 6 

Attendance 

 

6.1 Students must attend all the didactic activities specified in the modules.  

 

6.2 Teachers are responsible for recording student absences.   

 

6.3 Should a student record more than 20% of absences even for one single course, the head of the module may decide to award a Fail 

(F), considering these absences as unjustified withdrawal from the module. (Bachelor’s Degree Regulations, Art. 5.3). The DACD 

Direction must be notified of this decision before the end of the module, and the attendance register must be attached. This assessment 

means that the module must be repeated in full (attendance and exams).    

 

Art. 7 

Prerequisites 

 

7.1 In order to attend the 3rd and 4th semester modules, students must have acquired (before the beginning of the 3rd semester) at least 

50 out of the 60 credits related to the first and second semesters. This article does not apply to PAP students. Any exceptions, related 

to the assignment of annual block credits (first year), or credits in the following two-year period (second and third years), will be 

stipulated in the specific Directives of the degree course in question. 

 

7.2 In order to attend the 5th and 6th semester modules, students must have acquired (before the beginning of the 5th semester) at least 

108 out of the 120 credits related to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th semesters. This article does not apply to PAP students.  

 

7.3 In order to attend the Bachelor Thesis module, students must have certified all the other modules specified by the programme.  

 

7.4 Students who do not meet the prerequisites for enrolling on a module are not permitted to attend the module as auditors.  



 

 

Art. 8 

Fail assessment in the Bachelor Thesis module 

 

8.1 Students receiving an F in the Bachelor Thesis module may repeat the entire module in a subsequent session.  

 

8.2 Students receiving an FX in the Bachelor Thesis module are not required to repeat the entire module, but their work must be integrated 

with an extra assignment, to be completed before the deadline specified by the head of the module. This extra assignment will be 

awarded only one of the following assessments:  

- E or 4: pass 

- D or 4.5: for an assignment significantly better than expected 

- F: fail 

It will not be possible to give a second FX.  

By way of exception for the Bachelor Thesis module, an F given after an initial FX that had required the student to complete an extra 

assignment by a specific deadline is considered as one single Fail (Art. 8.1). Students in this situation are required to repeat the entire 

module.     

 

 

Art. 9 

Change in course type 

 

9.1 During the course of their studies, and in degree programmes that also offer a PAP curriculum (in parallel with professional working 

activity), students may change their course type only once, from full time to PAP or vice versa. 

 

9.2 Requests of this type must be submitted in writing to the Department Direction, which will decide whether to approve the request or 

not.    

 

9.3 In order to change from a full-time to a PAP programme, students must have acquired at least 50 out of the 60 credits related to the 

1st and 2nd semesters (the calculation of these credits does not include those related to the foreign language modules). They must 

also have an employment contract of at least 50%, in a profession related to the selected field of study, with a firm in Switzerland 

recognised by the degree programme. 

.  

 

 

Art. 10 

Fraud and plagiarism 

 

10.1 Each act of fraud, plagiarism, and each attempted act of fraud or plagiarism is equivalent to a Fail for the exam to which they pertain. 

Students will therefore be given an F for the related module. 

 

10.2 Serious and repeated cases will be handled in accordance with the SUPSI Bachelor’s Degree Regulations.   

 

 

Art. 11  

Leave of absence 

 

11.1  For attested reasons, the Department may grant leave of absence to students making this request, for a maximum duration of 4 

semesters. 

11.2 Requests in writing, briefly describing the reasons, must be submitted to the Direction of the degree programme, specifying the 

semesters for which leave of absence is requested (maximum 2 consecutive semesters). 

11.3 Students who fail to return to their studies after a leave of absence period are required to pay the related semester fee, unless this 

intention has been notified in writing, and the reasons described, before the following deadlines: 

 - 15 July (for the autumn semester) 

 - 15 December (for the spring semester) 

 

 

Art. 12 

Withdrawal of enrolment / abandonment of studies 

 

12.1 Matriculated students who wish to withdraw their enrolment or abandon their studies must respect the following deadlines: 

 - 30 September (for the autumn semester) 

 15 February (for the spring semester)  



 

 

Art. 13 

Auditors 

 

13.1  Professionals working in the sector are not accepted as auditors. Attendance of Bachelor programme modules is not equivalent to 

certifiable professional development courses for professionals operating in the field, and may not be offered as a substitute for 

continuing education courses.   

 

 

Art. 14 

Mobility students 

 

14.1 Mobility students will be assessed by the individual degree programmes.  

 

Art. 15 

Enforcement 

 

15.1 These Directives enter definitively into force at the start of academic year 2021-2022 replacing the previous Directives.  
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