The Influence of Ticino Art Creation on the
Art of the Great Duchy of Lithuania of the
16th-18th Century
In the former territories of the Great Duchy
of Lithuania (Lithuania, Byelorussia, part of
Poland, Latvia, Ukraine), which existed from
the 13th until the 18th century, impressive Baroque masterpieces created by Swiss
Masters still remain. Already since the 12th
c. Swiss architects, sculptors and painters
travelled in Europe looking for rich customers. From the middle of the 16th up to
the 18th c. they actively created in GDL, leaving their traces in about half of a hundred
churches.
Information about the cultural ties of Switzerland and Both Nations Republic (or Commonwealth, 1569 -1795) have already been
published: in this sphere the greatest part
of work has been done by the Polish art critic, Professor of Warsaw University Mariusz
Karpowicz in the monographs Artisti ticinesi
in Polonia nella prima metà del ‘700 (Bellinzona 1999), Artisti ticinesi in Polonia nella prima
metà del ‘600 (Bellinzona 2002), Artisti ticinesi in Polonia nel ‘500 (Lugano 1987). As the
GDL was part of the Commonwealth, the
works of art done in Lithuanian were not
sufficiently highlighted.
In Lithuania there are still few investigations
on this topic, however during the latter period they are becoming especially relevant.
The historian, Assoc. Prof. of the Vytautas
Magnus University, Rūstis Kamuntavičius
has been analyzing the GDL ties with Switzerland. His publications Lithuania and Switzerland: Communication History till the end
of the 18th c. (2005), Lithuania in the Periodicals of France and Switzerland in 1763-1773
(2006) and others ought to be mentioned.
The work of the investigator has interested
the Lithuanian Honorary Consul in Ticino
Canton Gintautas Bertasius who has offered to cooperate. Thus the GDL Institute project “Investigation of GDL and Ticino
Canton Historic Ties” was born.
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