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Being a professional in taxation requires an in-depth 
knowledge of international tax rules. Awareness of 
the legal framework of national legislation, double 
taxation conventions, European Union law, and the 
international scenario is essential. The Tax & Legal 
Competence Centre at the University of Applied 
Sciences and Arts of Southern Switzerland (SUPSI) 
is offering an LL.M. in International tax law: an 
advanced course which delves into elements of 
international issues such as the OECD and the UN 
Model tax conventions, the MLI Convention, but 
also European tax law, including tax policy insights 
and the role of the European Court of Justice. 
Moreover, Switzerland is not only the host location, 
but it is also presented with all its tax relevance 
within the programme: a module which focuses on 
Swiss national law and Swiss bilateral relationships 
with major partner countries. The programme 
also encompasses Valued Added Tax (VAT) and 
transfer pricing, examined from a comparative 
analysis. And, finally, a look into the future: OECD 
Pillars, minimum global tax, AI, crypto assets, NFTs, 
metaverse, individual and corporate tax planning. 
The programme is designed for busy professionals 
and is structured in bi-weekly in-person and remote 
classes. It is ideal for lawyers, tax advisors, and 
professionals with a background in law, economics or 
finance.



Why Choose the LL.M.  
in International Tax Law
1. A Cutting-Edge Curriculum in the 
Heart of Europe
Located in Switzerland, a global hub for 
finance and taxation, this programme 
offers insights into:
•	 International Tax Systems: a look at 

into double taxation conventions, EU 
and Swiss tax law, bilateral relation-
ships and more;

•	 Future-Ready Expertise: tackle emerg-
ing trends in taxation, including mini-
mum global tax, privileged tax regimes 
for HNWIs, cryptoassets and AI;

•	 Practical Application: engage in re-
al-world simulations and case studies.

2. Designed for Busy Professionals.  
This programme offers a practical and  
flexible structure:
•	 Manageable Schedule: bi-weekly class-

es (Thursday evenings; Friday all day;  
Saturday mornings);

•	 Hybrid Learning: combination of online 
and in-person attendance;

•	 Work-Life Balance: tailored to help you 
improve your career while managing 
personal and professional commit-
ments.

3. Networking Opportunities in an Inter-
national Hub
Switzerland, as a global nexus of business 
and finance, enhances your ability to 
connect:
•	 Faculty and peers: learn alongside 

an international cohort and from a 
world-renowned tax audience;

•	 Elite industry connections: build a 
distinguished network with leading 
experts in law, finance and taxation;

•	 Swiss springboard: study in a country 
at the forefront of international tax 
policy and innovation.

Who Should Apply?
The LL.M. in International Tax Law is 
designed for professionals aiming to 
enhance their expertise. Ideal candidates 
include: lawyers, tax advisors, financial 
consultants, and professionals with a 
background in law, economics, or finance 
who seek advanced specialisation in 
international taxation.

At a Glance
The curriculum of the LL.M. in Interna-
tional Tax Law is structured into two 
main areas, divided into three modules 
each, ensuring a comprehensive ap-
proach to the complexities of interna-
tional taxation.



Main-Area 1: 
Fundamentals of 
International Tax Law
1. Fundamentals of International Tax Law 
and DTCs (advanced)
•	 Basis of international tax law; 
•	 Tax treaties I and II: addressing double 

taxation through OECD and UN Model 
Tax Conventions;

•	 Multilateral Convention to Implement 
Tax Treaty-related measures to prevent 
BEPS.

2. European tax law (advanced)
• 	EU tax policy;
•	 Fundamental freedoms;
•	 Role of the European Court of Justice 

within EU taxation, and selected case 
law. 

3. Swiss International tax policy
•	 Swiss tax law;
•	 Swiss role within the international com-

munity;
•	 Focus on Switzerland’s bilateral rela-

tionships with key partners: 
-	 US 
-	 Italy
-	 Germany
-	 France
-	 Liechtenstein

Main-Area 2:  
Advanced Topics and 
Practical Applications
1. Swiss and EU VAT, Excise Duties, and 
Customs: A Comparative Analysis
•	 Comparative analysis of Swiss and EU 

VAT frameworks;
•	 Addressing cross-border VAT issues;
•	 Excise duties and customs.

2. Transfer Pricing
•	 Introduction to transfer pricing;
•	 Practical application of TP rules;

•	 Dispute resolution mechanism in trans-
fer pricing matters. 

3. The future of international taxation
•	 Tax Challenges Arising from Digitalisa-

tion and the OECD Pillars;
•	 AI and Tax; 
•	 Cryptoassets, NFTs and Metaverse; 
•	 Tax transparency and exchange of infor-

mation; 
•	 Individuals’ tax planning and mobility;
•	 Corporate tax planning;
•	 Investment treaties;
•	 Environmental taxation.

Interested in just one 
area? 
 
You can register for individual modules 
without enrolling in the full programme.
Contact us to find out more:  
diritto@supsi.ch

Mock Negotiation: Get 
involved in Real-Word 
Tax Negotiation
•	 Step Into the Spotlight: Assume roles as 

government representatives, multina-
tional corporations, or arbitrators navi-
gating complex cross-border tax issues;

•	 Tackle Real-World Challenges:  
Address critical issues such as 
cross-border tax disputes, double tax-
ation, transfer pricing, and other chal-
lenges for the future of taxation;

•	 Collaborative Strategy Meets Compe-
tition: collaborate with and challenge 
peers to find solutions, defend posi-
tions, and strike deals that mirror re-
al-life treaty negotiations.

mailto:diritto%40supsi.ch?subject=LL.M.%20International%20Tax%20Law


Entry requirements
 
Applicants need to submit the following 
documents along with the application 
form (www.supsi.ch/go/application-llm):

•	 Degree: 
-	 Master’s degree (or equivalent) in 

law, economics or in a relevant field 
(recommended);

-	 Bachelor’s degree, with significant 
professional experience in the field or 
related disciplines.

•	 English level:
-	 Equivalent to B2/Cambridge First 

(recommended);
-	 In absence of a certificate, the Scien-

tific committee will conduct an inter-
view with the candidate.

•	 CV
•	 Motivation letter
•	 List of any publications
•	 Photograph

Visa Application for Non-
EU Students
 
Students who are non-EU nationals must 
apply for a type D (student) visa to enter 
Switzerland. 
Once the enrolment is confirmed, we will 
provide detailed instructions on how to 
proceed with the visa application, includ-
ing the necessary supporting documents. 
Please be aware that the visa process can 
take 8 to 12 weeks.
Therefore, students who require a visa 
must submit their application no later 
than 31 May 2026.

Your Investment
•	 Earn 60 credits internationally recog-

nised.
•	 Tuition: CHF 24’000 and CHF 1’500  

for thesis supervision.  
Early bird discount of 10% for applica-
tion sent by 31 May 2026.

Scientific Committee
Francesca Amaddeo (Programme  
Director) 
PhD, lawyer, lecturer-researcher at the 
Tax & Legal Competence Centre, Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences and Arts of 
Southern Switzerland (SUPSI) 

Gianluigi Bizioli
Professor of Tax Law and International 
and EU Tax Law at the University of Ber-
gamo, Professor at the National School of 
Administration, Of Counsel PwC TLS  

Kathrin Egli Arginelli
Lawyer, LL.M. in International Tax Law 
(Leiden), Swiss Certified Tax Expert, 
Vice-Director Canton Ticino Tax Authority  

Valentino Rosselli	
MLaw, LL.M. in International Tax Law 
(Leiden), ATT (UK), ADIT, Deputy Head of 
the Section Bilateral tax issues and Dou-
ble taxation treaties of the Swiss State 
Secretariat for International Finance (SIF)

Contacts
Administrative information 
Tiziana Hu  
tiziana.hu@supsi.ch 
+41 (0)58 666 77 71  
Programme Director  
PhD Francesca Amaddeo 
francesca.amaddeo@supsi.ch 
+41 (0)58 666 64 69

http://www.supsi.ch/go/application-llm
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Final Paper	 15 ECTS

Total 	 60 ECTS

Programme Structure

Main-Area 2 20 ECTS

1. Swiss and EU VAT, Excise Duties, 
and Customs: A Comparative 

5 ECTS

1.1. Swiss VAT

1.2. EU VAT
1.3. Excise duties and customs
2. Transfer pricing 5 ECTS

2.1. Introduction to transfer pricing
2.2. The practical application of TP rules
2.3. Dispute resolution mechanism  

in transfer pricing matters

3. The future of international 
taxation

10 ECTS

3.1. Tax Challenges Arising from 
Digitalisation and the OECD Pillars

3.2. Artificial intelligence and taxation
3.3. Cryptoassets, NFTs and Metaverse
3.4. Tax transparency and exchange  

of information
3.5. Individual tax planning and 

mobility

3.6. Corporate tax planning and tax 
treaty abuse

3.7. Investment treaties

3.8. Environmental taxation

Mock-Negotiation 5 ECTS

Main-Area 1 20 ECTS

1. Fundamentals of International Tax 
Law and DTCs (advanced)

10 ECTS

1.1. Fundamentals of International 
Tax Law

1.2. Tax treaties I

1.3. Tax treaties II

1.4. Multilateral Convention to 
Implement Tax Treaty Related 
Measures to Prevent BEPS  
and UN Model

2. European tax law (advanced) 4 ECTS

2.1. EU tax policy

2.2. Fundamental freedoms

2.3. The role of the European Court of 
Justice within EU tax framework 
and selected case law

3. Swiss international tax policies 6 ECTS

3.1. Swiss tax law and its role within 
the international community

3.2. Tax relationship between 
Switzerland and US

3.3. Tax relationship between 
Switzerland and Italy

3.4. Tax relationship between 
Switzerland and Germany

3.5. Tax relationship between 
Switzerland and France

3.6. Tax relationship between 
Switzerland and Liechtenstein

Macro-Area 1 Macro-Area 2

Mock-Negotiation

FP



Continuing Education

Department of Business Economics,  
Health and Social Care

University of Applied Sciences and Arts
of Southern Switzerland

Tax & Legal Competence Centre 

Suglio Business Center, Via Cantonale 18
CH-6928 Manno, Switzerland
diritto@supsi.ch 
www.supsi.ch/llm-int-tax
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