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1. ACADEMIC INFORMATION 

 

 

My name is Olga Husser and my university is the Hochschule für Technik Stuttgart. I 
studied at the SUPSI during the spring semester 2017. 
The Scuola universitaria professionale della Svizzera italiana (SUPSI) is a 
university of applied science in the canton Ticino in Switzerland. It was found in 1997. 
2000 students are studying there. I studied at the Dipartimento ambiente costruzioni e 
design ( department of construction and design). This department is located on the 
campus Trevano in Canobbio. It is a small campus. So you can have very fast a good 
overview over this place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DACD campus 

 
 
The courses where taught in English. To say something about the level of the study 
program depends on the level of the home university. In my case the level was not too 
high or to low. It was something in-between. But I expected that the program would be 
more interesting and more complex. All of the subjects were practical. There was just a 
little theoretical part during the time when we had to make a research. The teaching 
methods were sometimes different from the one that I used to. But the professor and 
the assistant took a lot of time for us. Unfortunately I have to admit too that the teaching 
methods were sometimes confusing. The workload depends on the size of the project. 
In our case I would say that the size of the project was maybe a bit too big. The 
relationship between the staff members, professors and students was great. There 
could have been a bigger mix between the international students. But it was fine. 
 
We had three interior architecture courses and one Italian course. The three interior 
architecture courses had been „Design in a cultural context“(18 ECTS), „International 
communication“ (5 ECTS) and „ Architecture and Design“ (7 ECTS). There was no need 
of prerequisites. There were different types of exams. Of course all were about 
participation. 
„Design in a cultural context“ had been our main interior architecture project. So in the 
end we had to present our work with plans and models. Also in the subject „International 
communication“ we had to make a final presentation of our semester abroad. In 
„ Architecture and Design“ we were discovering Swiss architecture and design by 
sketching it. So in the end we had to present our sketch books. The courses were fine to 
attend. I had no big difficulties. Just as usual every design project is every time a 
challenge. So it was fine and I can recommend it. 
 
The campus was nice too. Our atelier room had everything to offer for us which we 
need for our work. We had enough space and tables for working and building models. 



The printers and plotters worked not always well. We had some difficulties with them. 
But the plot service and our Assistant Filippo Viano helped us out. The canteen was 
great. Very good food and friendly staff. Better than in Germany but also a bit 
expensive. 

 
 
 

2. PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

 

The SUPSI is one of our partner universities. I choose it because I wanted to get to 

know more about the mix of Italian and Swiss architecture in Ticino and also because I 
wanted to learn another language. Our home university, the former exchange students 
and the internet informed us about SUPSI and their host structure. There are the usual 
application forms like the learning agreement by the Swiss-European Mobility 
Programme or some papers about the health insurance. There was no struggle with the 
time requirement with the paper work because everything was well prepared. That is the 
reason why we had no trouble with the application. 
 
To travel from Stuttgart to Lugano is not a big deal at all. You can go by car, bus, train or 
airplane. And also to see all the nice places around Lugano is just a question of money. 
Our arrival was uncomplicated. There was a welcome and orientation event with a lot of 
information and explanations about the next steps. As me and another student came a 
few days later, the other students told us what we had to do. So we had no difficulties 
and our delay was not a big deal. Of course it is advisable be there n time for the 
orientation day. 
But after this day there was a whole week no program. And as Lugano is not a big city 
and it had been February, there was not so many other things to do. That is why I think, 
that it would be better if the study program would start right after the orientation day. 
I found the room where I lived in the internet. I lived in a very nice place close to the 
center and also close to the SUSPI. It was a shared apartment with two other girls and it 
had been a great place to stay. If you compare this room with the others of my student 
colleagues, I had been really lucky because I had a lot of space, it was very clean, new 
and not that expensive. 
As everybody knows, everything in Switzerland is expensive: rent, food, transportation, 
… I had financial support. But if you want to travel a bit around this financial support was 
not enough. So my family helped me out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the IMIAD students 
 



 
 
The international office, and especially Annick Catella, is responsible for the incoming 
students. Everything worked very well with her. As I had no questions or problems I 
didn’t had to contact her. But I think if I would have some kind of difficulties the 
international office would have helped me out 
There had been some special activities for exchange students but not that much. I 
participated in mostly all that I heard of and when I had time for it. But it would have 
been nicer if there would be more different things to offer. 
Our social relationships were just focused with our class member because we had not 
much possibilities to get to know other people or Swiss students, because they were 
not studying with us. This is a huge pity in an international program. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All the classes were in English. Except the Italian language class. All the communication 
had been in English and also the final presentations. I didn’t need to proof my languages 
skills before my arrival.  

 
I did attend to an Italian course before my arrival and 
as well during my stay. Of  course it was helpful. But 
as all of our studies had been in English, there were 
not so many opportunities to speak Italian. Just in 
normal life situations like supermarket, restaurant, 
offices, … we could use our skills. Of course I would 
recommend other students to make the language 
course. Here I would like to add that the intensive 
language course at the USI was really great! 
I have good impressions of Lugano. It is a really 
nice place to stay for some time. But it is very small 
too. When the weather is nice during spring and 
summer time, it feels like you are in paradise. Then 
you can do a lot outside. Enjoying the fantastic lake, 
doing outdoor sports, hiking, … But if it rains there 
is almost nothing left to do in Lugano. The people in 
Lugano are very friendly but also a bit closed. But 

this depends of course by your own experience and also about your luck of who you 
going to meet there. 



As Lugano is located very well, you can visit a lot of interesting places around. You have 
the opportunity to go to Italy and travel around Switzerland. But you have to know that 
traveling around Switzerland is much more expensive than traveling around Italy. 
Especially to go to Milano is not a problem at all. You can go by Flixbus. This is really easy 
and just cost 8 Euro. 
I would always recommend to study one semester abroad. It was a nice time and I saw a 
lot of things and learned something new about yourself. You have new experiences and 
impressions by changing your usual environment. It is always a questions what your 
personal make out of your time abroad. But if you choose Lugano, you have to know that 
this is more a quiet small place and not a crazy big city. So it is more a place to calm a bit 
down. It depends on what you want and what you will do out of it. I had there a great time 
and despite of the studies I learned some new things about me. I traveled around and got 
to know new places and grew closer to my study colleagues. If you would go back, I would 
try to make some more activities with the Swiss or Italian people and speak more Italian. 

 


