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My experience as an Erasmus student took place in the Polytechnic University of Valencia, one of 
the largest universities in Spain. In particular I studied at the central campus of Vera, which is 
located in the city of Valencia. 
In it there are about 30 thousand students, and additionally, it is near the University of Valencia, 
the second largest university institution in the city. Together the two host around 50 thousand 
students. 
The campus includes green spaces, leisure facilities, shops, pharmacies, libraries and can be 
considered a town in its own right, by ensuring every possible facility. The infrastructure on 
campus is state of the art, well organised and varied. Given the high number of students, there 
are numerous bars, restaurants, soccer fields, gyms, etc. This allows everyone to find the type of 
facility that meets their needs. 

 

During this period I attended three courses taught in Spanish, with the exception of some 
lessons held by guests, which were in English. Although I was not fluent in Spanish upon my 
arrival, it was easy to follow the courses, thanks to the help of the classmates and the 
availability of the professors. 
The courses held are of a high standard, in line with the Swiss level. Many of them are dedicated 
to practical instruction, in line with the teaching methods of Swiss SUP. 
My Erasmus project was born following the meeting with a university professor at the 2016 
SwissText conference and was organised by the SUPSI international office. 
It took about 5 months to organise. 

 
The courses I have followed are an integral part of my study plan and all the ECTS have been 
recognised to me (9 ECTS). This is because the University of Valencia is known for its contribution 
in the field of Computational Linguistics, a field in which I took the Master's and for which I am 
doing the Master in Switzerland. 
In all the courses I have followed, the evaluation is assigned on the basis of a final practical 
project, which included a presentation and the drafting of a working document. 

 

My Master's course started on 20th February, while all the bachelor's courses started in the second 
half of January, which is why I did not have the opportunity to participate in the numerous 
activities organised for the integration of the students. However, I was assigned a mentor student, 
who wants to participate in Erasmus next year, which helped me to resolve the bureaucracy on 
the spot. 

 
During this time I lived in a house with two other students, who came together through the 
Erasmus students' Facebook group in Valencia. Living together was been extremely pleasant and I 
believe that living with students in a private home guarantees a better experience than life on a 
university campus; this because living alone in a foreign country allows one to deal with small 
problems, which help a person to grow and improve independence. 
 

 
Coming from Switzerland, the cost of living in Spain is very low, many of the homes cost less than 
300 euros a month and in general life is extremely affordable. You can live quite happily, without 
any particular limitations with less than CHF 800 per month. 

 

Valencia is predominantly a university city and is chosen as a destination for students from all 
over Europe, for this reason international offices are effective in carrying out the fulfilment of 



 

bureaucratic procedures and there are several groups that organise activities. There are several 
events every night of the week and trips organised every weekend. Thanks to these events, 
getting to know new friends from the beginning is really easy and immediate links are created 
with the whole Erasmus community. 

 

My level of Spanish on arrival was comparable to an A2, but for the strong similarities with Italian 
it was easy to understand it right away. In the city of Valencia nobody speaks English and this can 
complicate the first few days, but obliges one to learn the language. 
In the Erasmus community, the reference language is English, with clutches of words in Spanish 
that increase as time passes. 

 

This experience has enriched me, from a cultural, personal and professional point of view. It has 
allowed me to learn a foreign language, to perfect my English, to meet new friends and to create 
bonds that I believe will be maintained over time. Being in a foreign country, where one's 
language is not spoken, catapulted into a world in which there are no links, can be destabilising for 
a few days, but from the first weeks offers splendid and unforgettable experiences. 

 

I would recommend this experience to anyone, even the most introverted. I can not explain the 
reasons, but I think it is an opportunity that MUST be experienced. 
I personally can not wait to be able to take part in a program of this kind again.  


